318         SIXTY YEARS IN PUBLIC AFFAIRS

The political disturbances, in which as a republican, he had
taken an active part, led to his exile for four years, but upon
his return to Spain he resumed his place in the University.
In 1873 he was prime minister during the brief existence of
the republic. Of his published works, the best known in this
country is the volume entitled " Old Rome and New Italy."
At present he is a member of the Cortes, where he gives sup-
port to the Government in its measures of administration,
without yielding his political principles or indorsing the mon-
archical system. If this country were to pass beyond its own
limits in the selection of an orator, then, without question
Spain has the first, and indeed, the only claim to considera-
tion. Spain furnished the means for the expedition and the
world is indebted to her enlightened patronage for the dis-
covery. It may be assumed, reasonably, that Castelar would
have brought from the archives of Spain fresh information
in regard to the motives of Ferdinand and Isabella, trust-
worthy statements as to the character and conduct of Pinzon,
the ally of Columbus, and at the end he might have been able
to prove or to disprove the theory that Columbus had knowl-
edge of the existence of this continent, or that he had or had
not reasons for believing that land in the west had been
visited by Scandinavian voyagers in the tenth century.

As I pass to some more direct observations upon Columbus
and the voyage of 1492, and to the expression of some
thoughts as to the future of the country, I wish to say that
I limit my criticism to our representative men, whose esti-
mate of the importance of the anniversary was quite inade-
quate. They failed to see its connection with the past, its
relations to what now is, and more important than all else
they failed to realize that this celebration is the first of a long
line of centennial celebrations, each one of which will mark
the close of one epoch, and the beginning of another.

I cannot imagine that in a hundred years this anniversary,